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By William McGamn

Of Our Washington Bureau

" WASHINGTON — Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Kran*Yew,
a man the Central Intelligence

to bribe, arrived here Tuesday
for his first 'visit to Washing-
ton.

public a couple of years ago,

3 ties of the United States as it

diplomatic relations with key
governments around the world,

The CIA, Lee disclosed, of-
fered him $3,300,000 in Janu-
ary of 1860 if he would release

ceal the fact.that the agent
had been arrested for attempt-
ing to buy intelhgence infor-
-mation. :

UNDOUBTEDLY, the case
would have left hard feelings
“not Sec, of State Dean |
Rupk sent Lee a letter of apol-
ogy on April 15, 1961. Rusk ex-
pressed his distress over the
‘iimptoper activities’ ‘of U.S.
ofticials and said that *the
Kennedy administration . . . is
now reviewing ' activities of
these officlals for discxphnary
{ action.”

When Lee broke the story in
the late summer of 1965, he
inadvertently contributed’ ane.
other chapter to the credibili-
ty ‘gap — for the State De-
partment’ at fn'st denled that
i the story ‘was true. This.des]
nial was’ echoed by James D.
Bell, the, U.S. ambassador to
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Agency tried unsuccessfullyi

Lee's story, which he made

4s a reminder of how CIA med-
dling can increase the difficul-:

attempts to maintain smooth

a CIA' agent and would con-
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. L Sunday, 22 October 2.967.

'Apprbve'd For Release 2004/04/08 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500010008-1

M. Iee will be on "Mset <he Press" o

Man wﬁ@@m CIA‘"

el

“
\

Lee Kuan Yew "

and showed them Rusk’s letter:
of -apology — and & highly eme
barrassed State Depanment.
admitted. that Lee’ was nght .
Its spokesmen had not ‘been,|.
“fully aware of the “back-

grbund of the "Incident, e 4
.satd

- tive.. governmem” he ‘runs=ia i
* government:: thh‘u-a,-stronu 1
i+ civil:service and without® Loras:

2 ‘«While 'he--imalntains an’ fﬁ-"”

':.;:fSoutheast Adia™ 7/, s ,g,,...‘. '

....vice :president .amd: the * secreh-. L IR
‘. tary -of “defense. He:will ba + =~

‘Lo mamy "“,,.,
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hon Party, ha's ‘Held hié post
“for+ pine ‘years, He: ls bemg W
praised here for” the “effec ol
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‘ruption—as well as for thb )
role .he plays as Jeader of ' a..’
regzonal Co-opérativa’. .mm/e-" S
.:mznt..in» Asia; ARt i, o

dependent, ' ‘nérialigned * fox""'
eign. policy, she supports. the, !

YU 8¢ war effort, in Vietnarit ".
+4t- 15 -reported,s and regards xt“[
as “the key-tof thetfutire ot"

e

“In’ addxtfon “to- conferences i
\uth the’ President and ‘sécre- )
tary of state, he will see’ the"-

T

.the guest. on” Meet the Pressii
-{maxt . .Sunday and- will v:sxt""
several American. citiesrafter

Jie leaves., Washmgton Thursm‘
day . .-,, AL st )n 3'“'

'a-ll

Hns schedule calls “for “hitd
to . spend next Tuesday ..
Chlcago R i

U S. officials’ are stressmwJ

sion to close out its Smgapore
bastion. 'Obviously, however,-!
it will' be of considerable:im-
portance for the United States
10 be on- good. terms with ther
polmcal ﬁgure who- is known
as: “Mr. - Singapore,”-in! -dnti~’
cipation of the txme when’ thé
British .'will no- longer' bé'
thére as a representaure of:)
tof. the free world, ¥ FERH
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thgt Lee's Visit hs o con,{ ‘out for special mention, Mr. and Mrs. Lee were\

nection " with Britain’s deci-? both law graduates fiom Cambridge Universltyi :
in England. Lee was graduated with honors a.nd, o

3 fember of the Peoples Ac-j: e

e
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[ The personal qualxtxes of- Lee and his wife.l
who accumpanied him, also*bave been salngled

he and his wife practiced law together,

On Lee's only other visit to the U.S. in 1962.7
‘he attended the UN" General As.sembly session |
‘but did not get to Washington, On this vi.sit.t '
_which bagins today, he is getting the red mrpet
treatmenx.

In addition to conferences with 'che Prcsldem
and Secretary of State, he will ‘see the Vice
President and the Secretary of Défense, He will
be the guest on “Meet the Press” next Sunday,
and will vislt sevesal American cmea mer he
k-ave; Washincton 'l huraduy.
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